
IESDAY, DECEMBER 28, 



The New York Times (by Tinman Dardin) 

NEAR EXTINCTION: The 
| cagou, symbol of New Cale- 
I donia. When excited, it 
j raises the feathers on its 
| head and neck into a crest 


The Symbolic Bird 
Of New Caledonia 
Faces Exiinctioni 


I. w kuc ixew i one rinjes 

New Caledonia, 
cagou > a beautiful, 
flightless bird found only in 
New Caledonia, is in danger of 
extinction. • ; l ' ■ , ' 

/. o£ • 1316 cagou, which 
New Caledonia has adopted as 
its symbol, are seeking .stem 
! Government action to preserve 
one of the world’s rarest and 
[most exotic creatures. ' 

is estimated that no more 
than 200 eagous survive of the 
thousands that once flourished 
J?. terested mountains of 
mis 250-mile Southwest Pacific 
| island. Fewer are seen each 
year. 

The cagou, which, specialists 
say, belongs to the crane fam- 
ily, is about the size of a chicken 
but has a long orange beak 
•stumpy wings and, when ex- 
cited, raises the feathers on its 
head and neck into . a white, 
tufted crest. Its breast is gray 
a ? j win ^ s * back and tail 
shade from gray-yellow to vio- 
let. 


The cagou can soar a few i 
! feet above the ground but, like 1 
i the New. Zealand national bird ) 
the kiwi, it cannot fly. The only i 
sound made by a cagou is a loud 
rP^.that sounds like its name. 
Xt lives on wooded hills and 
feeds on worms, seeds and small 1 
crustaceans. 

The chief destroyers of ca- ! 
gous on New Caledonia are * 
wild dogs, which have multi- 1 
plied in recent years. Others die 1 
m forest fires set by miners 1 
who burn off mountainsides to < 
facilitate their search for min- 
‘ erals. i 


> The New Caledonian practice I 

; of keeping eagous as pets also ’ 
contribute to the reduction in 
their numbers. They hatch only : 
one egg at a time and rarely ; 
propagate in captivity. 

Albert Tonnelier, a pharmacist 
_ and a member of the Caledonian 
Ornithological . Society,; , advo- 
, rates a stiff prison term rather 

. tha P. Axe present" fine of . 10 ,- . 
3 poo Paeifie francs— about $110 i 
—for killing a cagou. i 


